“But what happens when this wvention

Cthe book ] sits wused behind locked
doors, or remains elusive becanse library The Results of the 2004 School Library Media Program Census

shelves are em?i'y?

What happens when a book sits idle, unread?
What happens when we fail to vead? Well,

we know the answer: the mwnd remams
enslaved to igrovance. The great thoughts
of the past are undiscovered. Our horizons
vewan fixed, limited, survounded by
uwakinown +ewi+ovy. Our imagination 1s
wiengaged. Life itself vemams varvow and
possibilities vemain diminished. And we
don’t have as wuch fun, becanse veading

1S SO r\ea.swaHe.“

Secretary Rod Paige, U.S. Department of Education
“Kids Read: Kids Succeed” Grant Award, August 11, 2004
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Every Child Succeeds @ your library

Good school library media programs that have professionally-licensed
staff, up-to-date resources, and adequate funding help students succeed

in school by:

Teackimg Information
LH’eﬂicy Skills

Students learn how to:
Find information
Evaluate information
Apply information
Communicate information in ways that
lead to understanding and knowledge

Providing Professional
ExPeV'H_se to Students
and Teachers

School Library Media Specialists:
Select and organize a collection of
resources that supports the school
curriculum, enriches student learning,
and encourages students’ independent
reading
Collaborate with teachers to integrate
technology and resources into classroom
teaching
Understand current literacy research
and can apply this in classrooms and
media centers

“What a school thinks about its library is a measure of what it thinks about education.”

Emcourag'mg a Passion
for Reeading

School Library Media Specialists promote:
Reading programs for all age levels of
students
School literacy programs
Love of reading

Harold Howe, former U.S. Commissoner of Education
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Increase state and local spending
on vesources to update all school
|ibrary media program (SLMP)
collections. Collections should
meet the standavd of curvent;
that is, an average copyvight ot

[o) years old or newevr.

Pl schools must provide a high
quality, professionally—staffed
|cb\ravy media program to wsure
Miwnesota students have access
to the wformation they need and
the training to use it. The Minne—
sota Departwment of Education
must ensure that all schools have
a good SLMP.

The Minnesota Department of
Education must demonstrate its
commitment to school Iibrary
programs and vecognize their
wpact on student |i+eracy and
achievement. MDE can demonstrate
suppovt by hiving school |ibrary
development specialists to provide

technical assistance and support
to media specialists and
admistrators as +key develop
effective libvary wedia programs.

The Minnesota State Legislature
and the Minnesota Departwment of
Education must continue to fund
the Electvonie Libvary for
Miwnesota so all Minnesotans have
access to thovough, accurate
wformation fov their academic,
busivess, and personal use.

The State of Mivmnesota should
adopt quantitative and qualitative
standards for school library media
programs to insure that al
students have high cﬁmli-l'y Sschool
|ibvavy media programs.

Libvary media specialists and
theiv supporters wust develop
education programs for various
andiences to help inerease
wderstanding O‘E what school
libvary wedia programs do for
students.

The Mivnesota Department of
Education should continue data
collection and avsa|y_si.s on school
|ibvav7 wmedia programs to provide
on—going measurement of media
programs and SLMP wmpact on
student achievement.

$+a‘F‘FBV\9 and spending v
school libra\ry wedia centers
wake a difference w student

veadivxg Scoves.

Schools with above average student
reading scores had library media
specialists (LMS) who work more hours.
Students scored higher on reading tests in
schools with higher expenditures on
media programs.

93% of Mivnesota Five Star

Schools in Reading and Math have
a wedia specialist at least

some hours pev week.,

70% have fulltime media specialists; 15%
have at least a .5 FTE media specialist. The
remaining schools have at least some LMS
hours each week.

Only four of the Five Star schools have no
recorded hours for a media specialist.

Miwesota School Libmry Media

Program spending for book.s
has decveased .sigmi“:icawHy

since 2002,

Schools lost an average 29% of the per
pupil amount spent on books since the
2002 Census.

High schools lost 37%, dropping from an
average of $11.29 in 2002 to an average of
$7.12 per pupil in 2004.

In all school library media programs

that reported budget figures, per pupil
spending is much less than the cost of
one book.

Key Findings

Miwesota School Libvary Media

Programs have collections that
are ot curvent and are
seriou_sl)' out—of—date w several

subject areas.

Average copyright date for science books
and geography books is 1989.

The range of average copyright dates for
geography books in elementary schools
is 42 years: the oldest is 1960; the newest
is 2002.

Both PVO‘Fessiovml and sufaforf

_s+a‘H:M9 levels ave lower w
schools where 50% or wove
students veceive free or
veduced—price lunch than in
schools where 157 or less of
the students veceive free

or veduced—price lunch.

Of schools with 15% or less students
receiving free or reduced price lunch,

79% have at least 1 FTE licensed media
specialist and 54% have at least one FTE
support staff.

In schools with a 50% or greater percent of
students receiving free or reduced-priced
lunch, only 56% had 1 FTE licensed media
specialist; 30% of these schools had at least 1
FTE support staff person. 16% of these
schools had no licensed media specialist.



How Do Minnesota Media Centers

Where is the money coming from?
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Move on 41 of Check 1+ out! 2004 Final R.epovt

Schools with higher reading scores
have Library Media Specialists that
work more hours.
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Move detail on page 36 of Check 1t oOut! 2004 Final Reeport

Minnesota School Library
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More detail on page 48 of Check It out! 2004 Final Reeport



